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Lake Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo)

Approved Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at 9:30 AM

City of Lakeport — City Council Chambers
225 Park Street Lakeport, California

Call to Order — Roll Call

The meeting was called to order at 9:31 am. Commissioners Mattina, Slooten, Sabatier,
Pyska, Robey, Scholz, Archacki, and Alternates Priebe, Rasmussen, Parlet, and Darling
were present. Larkyn Feiler, Executive Officer (EO) was present.

Public Comment None

ACTION ITEMS:

3.

Approval of Minutes
Upon motion of Commissioner Robey and second by Commissioner Slooten, the
September 17, 2025 minutes were unanimously approved.

Approval of Claims
Upon motion of Commissioner Sabatier and second by Commissioner Robey, the
payment of claims for September and October 2025 were unanimously approved.

Approval of Regular Meeting Schedule for 2026

EO Feiler presented the item to consider approval of the 2026 Regular Meeting Schedule.
EO Feiler noted that Regular meetings are proposed to continue on the 3rd Wednesday
of the month at 9:30 am, Alternate meeting dates on even-numbered months are included
for scheduling purposes, but are only held as needed, and the meeting location would
continue to alternate between Lakeport and Clearlake.

Comm’r Pyska noted that the May 20 meeting is during the California State Association of
Counties (CSAC) Legislative Conference (potentially all three County Commissioners
could be present at the conference), and the July 15 meeting is during the National
Association of Counties (NACo) Annual Conference.

Comm’r Sabatier suggested using the Alternate meeting dates for May and July (June 17
and August 19) to address these scheduling conflicts, and Chair Mattina agreed. Comm’r
Sabatier noted that there was no conflict with the CAL CITIES conference in September.

Chair Mattina asked about when the City Alternate Commissioner switches to Clearlake
and it was confirmed that Alternate Parlet has another year to serve in 2026. Comm’r
Sabatier noted that it changes every two years after a Council election.

Upon motion of Commissioner Sabatier and second by Commissioner Slooten, the 2026
Regular Meeting Schedule was unanimously approved.

Request for Proposals for Legal Services Initiation

EO Feiler presented the item to consider authorizing the Executive Officer to prepare and
release a Request for Proposals (RFP) for Legal Services. EO Feiler noted that Scott

1



Browne will tentatively retire at the end of FY 2025-26, and so it is time to start the
recruitment process for legal services.

Upon motion of Commissioner Robey and second by Commissioner Sabatier,
authorization for the Executive Officer to prepare and release a Request for Proposals
(RFP) for Legal Services was unanimously approved.

Establish an Ad Hoc Committee for Legal Services Selection Process

EO Feiler presented the item to consider establishing a three-person Temporary Ad Hoc
Committee for the Legal Services RFP process to assist staff, such as developing the
evaluation criteria, conducting initial screening and/or interviews, and making a
recommendation of selection for Commission consideration. EO Feiler noted that this is
not a Brown Act Committee, which will allow for flexibility in scheduling meetings.

Upon motion of Commissioner Robey and second by Commissioner Pyska, a nomination
for the Chair, Vice-Chair, and Comm’r Sabatier to serve as the Ad Hoc Committee for
Legal Services Selection Process was unanimously approved.

Provide Comments on Agency Referrals
a. Morgan Valley Wind Farm Project (PL-25-307)

EO Feiler presented the item to consider providing LAFCo comments on agency referrals
which was based on discussion at the prior meeting that it would be helpful for the
Commission to review land use projects. EO Feiler noted that this wind farm project might
be worth LAFCo review because it involves Ag zoning and resources, although there
would not be any LAFCo action associated with the project that would make LAFCo a
Responsible Agency for CEQA purposes. EO Feiler provided brief training that if LAFCo
was a Responsible Agency, the CEQA study would need to address the LAFCo “Prime
agricultural land” definition (GOV § 56064) which is different than the USDA and Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) definition.

Comm’r Sabatier noted that the items of LAFCo interest related to this project would be
limited to what agricultural activity is currently occurring on the property and would the
project potentially prohibit continuing that agricultural activity (i.e. remove prime farmland).

Comm’r Pyska noted that it is not prime ag land, it is ag land of local importance and
grazing land and there is no proposed conversion of ag land. EO Feiler agreed based on
the project referral and clarified that the LAFCo definition of prime agricultural land is not
necessarily the same as the commonly used State farmland mapping designation.

Chair Mattina noted LAFCo’s mission to protect ag land, and so a major use permit on ag
zoned property is important for the Commission to consider.

Commission discussion ensued regarding broader impacts related to wind farms.

Vice-Chair Slooten noted that the volume of earthwork proposed is confusing. Comm’r
Sabatier agreed that it would be helpful to have more details on what the earthwork entails.

Comm’r Sabatier noted the need to narrow our focus to LAFCo issues, such as urban
sprawl, and impacts to open space and ag.



Comm’r Pyska noted that the Planning Department is in the process of determining the
scope of CEQA review, and it is important to stay in our lane for review and comments.

There was general agreement that the scope of LAFCo comments should be tied to
conversion of existing ag use and better understanding the earthwork project component.

OTHER ITEMS:

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

CALAFCO Conference Discussion
EO Feiler presented the item to discuss the 2025 CALAFCO Conference in San Diego.

EO Feiler reported out the following from the conference:

e The membership unanimously adopted all the proposed bylaw amendments at the
Annual Business Meeting.

e At the Northern Region Caucasus for the CALAFCO Board of Directors, we elected
Kevin Goss as County member (Plumas County) and Ricki Heck as District member
(Nevada County, Nevada Irrigation District).

e The newly elected CALAFCO Board officers are Supervisor Wendy Root Askew
(Monterey County) as Chair and Supervisor Yxstian Gutierrez (Riverside County) as
Vice-Chair.

e The Legislative Committee now has full Northern Region representation with two
voting members from Lake and Shasta and 1 alternate member from Humboldt.

e The 2026 CALAFCO Annual Conference is on October 21 — 23 in Sacramento at the
Sheraton Grand Hotel.

Comm’rs Pyska, Robey, and Darling noted that the conference sessions were good and
the opportunity to network with other Commissioners and staff was very valuable.

Correspondence None

Executive Officer's Report
EO Feiler reported the following:

e The September 17 and November 19 Commission meeting stipends will go out together.

e The Board of Supervisors approved a resolution of application on November 18, 2025
to initiate dissolution of the Scotts Valley Water Conservation District.

e The 2019 Valley Oaks annexation project has been terminated because the terms and
conditions were not satisfied within the required timeframe.

e EO Feiler gave a LAFCo 101 presentation the day prior to the Clearlake Rotary.

LAFCo Counsel’s Report None

Commissioner Reports

Alt. Comm’r Priebe followed up on the prior meeting LACOSAN moratorium discussion
related to the 18" Avenue Clearlake Apartments, and explained that the apartments are
in the Konocti County Water District (KCWD) and in working with LACOSAN and the
developer, KCWD received confirmation that the project has been approved and KCWD
will receive a $580K capacity expansion fee, and the LACOSAN capacity issue is primarily
related to infiltration and intrusion (I & I) during high stormwater events.

Adjourn to the next meeting on January 21, 2026 at 9:30 AM in Clearlake
The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 am.
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